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SUBJECT: ALLEGED ISRAELI INSTALLATION OF GE J-79 ENGINES IN 
MIRAGES 

REF: USDAO BRASILIA IR 6809011076 

1 . JORNAL DO BRASIL FEB. 8 CARRIED ARTICLE ATRIBUTED TO LOS 
ANGELES TIMES CLAIMING BRAZIL HAD ASKED ISRAEL TO INSTALL 
GE J-79 JET ENGINES IN ITS MIRAGE III JET AIRCRAFT ACQUIRED 

BY THE BRAZILIAN AIR FORCE FROM THE FRENCH. ARTICLE DOES NOT 
MAKE CLEAR WHETHER BRAZIL WOULD SEEK TO BUY THE ENGINES FROM 
US, THEN HAVE ISRAELIS INSTALL ENGINES HERE, OR ISRAELIS WOULD 
BUY ENGINES AND RE-SELL TO BRAZIL WITH CONVERSION TECHNOLOGY. 

2. WE HAVE HEARD ABOUT SUCH BRAZILIAN INTEREST IN THE PAST 
(REFTEL), BUT UNDERSTOOD GOB FOUND COST OF CONVERSION TOO HIGH. 
WE STILL THINK THAT TO BE THE CASE. WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDI- 
TIONAL INFORMATION DEPARTMENT OR EMBASSY TEL AVIV 

CAN PASS ALONG ABOUT CURRENT STATE OF ALLEGED PROPOSAL.CRIMMINS 
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